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omulmcyﬂrm ahesays *It's taken me two
dwadﬁ to develop the necessary skills,
- and working hard to get what I want."
was awarded a Doctorate in Business
Administration in 2004 and her chosen subject
was strategic thinking.

This way of thinking has also helped her to
prove she has a strong, determined character,
great self-confidence and an organised mind. It
has allowed her to compete in a male-dominated
field, Wwﬁhﬁa@hmm
delicate attitude.

mmwdmamwpluandwm
hard to get what dream of. However, not
without the main nt for success: faith.
She believes that she would have achieved none
of this without the help of her Creator. "I always
say: Do your best, and trust the rest to God."

Mona thanks her Catholic education, where
she was always taught about truth, honesty and
hard work, for this mix of traits,

"Without faith you will not be able to keep on
going. You will always face problems and

organising an! for my
Suddeulylbwmvamk amlﬁnyd;dnm
know what it was.”

At that time, Mona was in charge of the
Public Relations, Cultural Programmes and
Special Events at the American University in
Cairo (AUC), from which she graduated in 1984,
majoring in Mass Communications.

"I've always been energetic, but 1 was felled
by a high fever. I lay in bed and my weight
plummeted to 46kg. I had o use a wheelchair to
20 to the bathroom," she remembers.,
s0 worried that he had a heart attack. Mona lay
there praying for strength, until she got it. The
incident affected her life greatly. It gave her
more faith. Her sickness also drew her closer to
many people who have influenced both her
career and her personal life.

trom abroad."

GSC is also working on several other
projects, like water treatment plants in poor
areas and pollution in quarries.

Part of her job is to do the matchmaking
between investors and ministers, whom she
believes are very efficient. The problem she
finds is the lack of cooperation between the
Cabinet and the provincial governors, giving
m&ﬂanmsmmmmmasmeumpleof
this lack of organisation between ministers,
governors and local inhabitants.

In April, the people of Damietta started

"What Ius hq:pened with EAgrium will
greatly affect the investment atmosphere in
Egypt. International banks have withdrawn,
which is very challenging for this particular
big-budget project. I do hope this doesn't affect
other sectors, because we do have strong real
estate and IT investments," she adds.

Yet, as Mona puts it, the country cannot live
on real estate, tourism or high technology
alone.

"All sectors are important, but we do need
heavy industry. Honestly speaking., we were
booming in this sector, until we ran into this
problem.

"Unless we do something fast to really

" recover from this, I think it could be fatal,” says

Mona, deseribing the project as one that could
have put Egypt on the international map as a
top fertiliser-producing country.

prowsﬁugigahstEAmumsplausmbmlda-_
. EAgrium is a

(LtoH)ApomnoiMonaZaidpainbdbyher
husband Egyptian artist Farid Fadel; Mona and

Farid; speaking at an event

"Besides, the environmental M in
heavy industry are very demanding days. If
ymgomspeﬂoclwmwalplamu &em
as if you go to a one:
'Mhﬁgﬁ-uh which Iesveswmnmfhra

Egypuan ‘European  Council nnd Ihe Bﬂa!d
Member of the Egyptian Austrian Friendship
Association, she tries to enhance the
relationship between both sides. culturally and
in terms of business.

The Austrian Government has decorated her
with the "Grand Decoration of Honour". Mona
says the decoration has boosted her morale, as
she felt they were acknowledging her efforts,
since volunteer work consumes much of her
time.

"Why do 1 teach? I feel it's my responsibility:
I have to educate my students and teach them
experiences of life."

The Marketing and Public Relations
Professor at the AUC knows that a theoretical

foundation is good, but young people need to be

exposed to the practical world too.

respectively.
Her ability to harmonise everything reflects
her artistic nature. Surpnsmgly this smw:gm
thinking businesswoman is an opera singer,
guitarist and art collector.

When you walk into her office, you
immediately notice so many portraits, all drawn
by her husband, hanging on the walls.

She sang in the church choir and Fadel was the
conductor and the pianist. They married in June
1988. Ever since, they've been a team, moving
on in life witheut any problems.

"To be honest, you cannot support a family
on art alone. So I asked Farid to stick to his art
and I look after the business side of things."

Fadel, who is also an ophthalmologist,
works at a public hospital three ti

feels he has a responsibility towards his

"The rest of the week he is 100 per cent an
artist, spending so much time in his studio. This
is how you make a balance and integrate with
each other; he always has his stories, 1 have
mine. There is no competition, rather it is a
completion,” she says smilingly.

Although she says she's had to let go of her |
artistic side for a while, Mona Zaki still cares
for art. She is responsible for marketing her
husband's exhibitions and those of other artists,
who are also friends. 2wl

Mona's never been a painter, but she used to
play musical instruments, sing and write poetry,
She also writes novels.
In her novels,

years dream ‘of quial
Arabic novels I've written. Mnybe aumm
I'll have the time to do so."

If she were asked to give young
advice on how to &VE'[\P a strateg
thinking, she would tell them to be
truthful, keep their heads held high &
faith in God. srod

"They should work hard to compete - the |
competition out there is fierce and lrﬂ@%ﬁﬂi |
prepared, they won't make it" she says,
advising them too to concentrate OR their
vision, have courage and make the best of theif
hard times.

“Chal[enges should not stop you fmm
L__-.___ hat want toach hev.




